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OFFICERS 
	
President:   Kevin Schmidt 913-982-7850     
 E-Mail: klschmidt@comcast.net 
 
Vice President: Art Kittler 913-328-2195 
 E-Mail: a4j2425@ gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Larry Mowrey   913-593-6287 
 E-Mail:  rcmodeler@gmail.com  
  
Treasurer: Pat McGhee 913-484-8135 
 E-Mail: pmcgheekc@gmail.com  
 
Member-at-Large: Chris Busch-913-220-
8786 E-Mail: crborjmb@msu.com 
 
Editor:  Carl Melin     913-636-4946 
 E-Mail:  carl.melin2@gmail.com 
 
 FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
Steve Milam 913-237-6119 
 E-mail: smilam49@gmail.com    
 Mike Bare – 913-707-9800  
 E-Mail: kansascloud@yahoo.com 
Chris Busch- See Above 
 
Helicopters-Nick DeGennaro 913-853-
8667		
E-Mail:	nmdegennaro@msn.com 
 

 
Here is the address for our Facebook 
Page!  	
https://www.facebook.com/RCBarnstormersOlathe 

 
Next Meeting 

December 3, at the Paola 
Country Club 

 
Presidents Message 

  
Just a reminder that we have our 
December meeting Saturday at 11:30am at 
the Paola Country Club! 
  
Hope to see you all there. 
  
Thank you, 
Kevin 
Kevin Schmidt, President 
 
Members who have paid their 2022 
Dues! 
 
Chris Routh, Jerry Davidson, Larry 
Klusman, Lyle Meyer, Vince Bortone, 
Kevin Schmidt, Don Kuehn, Art Kittler, Pat 
McGhee, Steve Hucksoll, Chris Liermann, 
Wade Axman, Gary Gasser, Pat Rayne, 
Bill Payne, Gordon McWilliams, Charles 
Swain, Cecil Davis, Steve Milam, Troy 
Hamm, Mike Bare, Jeff Stephens,  Brian 
Berlin, Tim Gastinger, Gary Harshman, 
Alex Rillos, Larry Mowrey, Carl Melin, 
Richard & Duke Haskell, Steve Helsper, 
Jeff Rusk, Mark Bare, Keith Baker, Doug 
Scherrer, John Rayne, Clark Jacobson, 
Jon Felver, Rick Phillips, Jim Frickey, Karl 
Krown, Nick DeGennaro, Jaden Austin and  
Jon Routh! 
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              MEETINGS 
PLACE:  Paola Country 
Club, 29651 Old KC Rd, 
Paola, KS 66071 

DAY:    First 
Thursday of Each 
Month 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

Visitors are  
         WELCOME!	
	



 
 
R/C BARNSTORMERS 
NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING 
MINUTES 
November 3, 2022 
Presiding: Kevin Schmidt 
Meeting held at the Paola Country Club 
Members present: 10 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT – LARRY J 
MOWREY 
Motioned: Gary Gasser  
Seconded: Art Kittler 
Approved 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – PAT 
MCGHEE 
Motioned: Gary Gasser  
Seconded: Larry Klusman 
Approved 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Barnstormer Flyin (October 1) – Art 
Kittler.  About 20 present.  Small profit.  
Safety was great.  Photographer took a lot 
of pics.    
2022 Helicopter Jamboree – Nick 
DeGennero – 27 pilots.  45 helicopters.  
Sponsors already covered for 2023. Two 
possible members.  Many members of the 
KC Helicopters Association were there.  
Art Kittler received the Broken Blade 
Award for his help at the Jamboree.  
Hay Contract: Mike Bare has a farmer 
who wants to sign the contract. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
      Field Damage – Gary Gasser.  Voles 
overran the NS runway and the Pit Area.   
     2022 Christmas Banquet (December 
3): Mike Bare.  Suggested that we give 
away VISA cards.  Gary G moved that we 
purchase $500 worth of VISA cards.  Carl 
Melin seconded.  The banquet will be at 
the Paola Country Club.  Buffet-style meal.  
Charlie moved that we have chicken.  Art 
seconded.  Approved. 
     First Aid Kit: Steve Milam – Need to 
replenish the kits.  Kevin and Steve are 
going to evaluate their contents.   

     Winter Indoor Event in Osawatomie – 
John Rayne, November 27.  Have a 
possible Chili Feed. 
     Freeze Fly (January 1) – Starting at 10 
am.  Bring Chili  
     2023 R/C Barnstormers Helicopter 
Jamboree – September 30-October 1.  
Nick De motioned that we have the 
Jamboree this weekend.  Mike Bare 
seconded.  Approved 
     2023 Barnstormer Float-Fly (Pat 
McGhee) – June 3-4 
     2023 Club Flyin – October 7-8 per Art 
Kittler.  Art moved; Gary G seconded.  
Approved 
     2023 R/C Barnstormers Pattern 
Contest (Vince Bortone) – September 9-
10.   
     RC Flight Log app 
     Banquet Awards: Kevin will send out 
an email for us to use to vote.   
 Barnstormer of the Year 
 Crash of the Year 
 Trainer of the Year 
 Event of the Year 
 
MODEL OF THE MONTH: 
 

 
Mike Bare – Flite Test Sea Otter WRFB 
Flown some 17 hours or so.  1,000 
landings.   
 
Submitted, 
Larry J Mowrey, Secretary 
 
Vice President’s Thoughts 
Greetings Barnstormers!  Hope you all had 
a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  Ours 
was pleasantly quiet; spent with friends, 
with plenty to eat, then settling down to a 
couple of card games.  No modeling 
activities, which is fine by me.  It's nice to 



have a break once in a while, even from 
fun/exciting activities. 
 
And now comes the season of 
Christmas.  Our planning is not complete 
by any stretch, but we are planning on 
visiting with family over the holiday.  One of 
these days I hope to find the ideal 
park/backyard flyer that I can pack along 
with other things when we decide to visit 
family.  My son has a big yard, but it is 
surrounded by hungry-looking trees... so 
the Eflite UMX Pitts is out of the 
question.  It would help if it were a 
relatively slow flyer so I could get the 
grandkids on the buddy box too.  My in-
laws don't really have a yard since they live 
in a condominium complex of sorts.  They 
DO have a small park in walking distance 
though.  Hmmm, maybe the Pitts will work 
there.... <grin> 
 
Any of you guys have recommendations? 
 
Sorry I won't make the party, but hopefully 
I can catch up with you at the field.  In case 
I don't cross paths with any of you this 
year, I wish you and yours a Merry 
Christmas. 
 
Art 
Art Kittler, Vice President 
 
Our second Solar Powered 
Charging Station is 
complete! 
 
The new solar powered charging station at 
the field is complete and ready to 
use!  Quite a few people worked on it and 
some club members donated materials to 
make it.  The station consists of two types 
of charging points.  For users with clamps 
on their LiPo battery charger cables there 
are two aluminum bus bars that run the 
length of the station.  Just clip your positive 
cable to the bar with the red on it (the top 
row) and clip your negative cable to the bar 
with the black tape on it.   
 

There are also standard color coded 
banana plugs to use on the front of the 
shelf.  We have 20 amp fuses protecting 
the banana plugs and a 60 amp circuit 
breaker protecting the bus bars.  So you 
guys with BIG batteries may want to 
charge off the aluminum bus bars.  We 
have three 125 amp hour deep cycle 
batteries connected in parallel, so there 
really should always be charging power 
available.  The shelf sitting just under the 
bus bars has quarter inch ceramic tile 
covering it.  If there is a short and a LiPo 
overheats the tile is to protect the 
shelf.  Gary donated the tile to the club.  It 
matches exactly the tile on the other 
charging station.  The system has been 
complete since July 13th and club 
members say it works great.  On the 13th 
we also took down the oldest solar panel 
and took out the wiring for it.  We then 
reused some of the wiring to connect the  
banana plugs that had been dedicated to 
just that old system to the newer system 
that is down there on that end.  Now that 
system powers the entire shelf.  So the 
entire shelf has powered banana plugs  
now. 
The new solar panels are guaranteed to 
have 80% of their rated power still after 20 
years, and the batteries should last 8 to 10 
years so we should have great charging 
available for years to come!  
 
 
 

Safety Column 
The most common questions we get 
regarding LiPo batteries are: “Is my LiPo 
battery safe to use?”, “How do I know if my 
LiPos are damaged beyond repair?”, and 
“How long will my LiPo batteries last?”  
All these questions have the same 
underlying theme: safety. Today, we will 
take a deep dive into the chemical 
properties of LiPos and learn how to spot a 
perfectly functioning LiPo, from a faulty 
one. 
 



What Causes Puffing or Swelling in LiPos 
You may have heard people tell you to 
chuck your LiPo in the bin if it starts to 
puff up. While only partially correct, all 
LiPos will inevitably show some degree 
of swelling. So, the real question here is: 
why do LiPos puff up? 
A LiPo battery is made of three main 
components: the positive electrode 
(cathode), the negative electrode 
(anode), and the liquid electrolyte.  
Electrolyte is a chemical inside your 
LiPo that enables the flow of ions from 
the negative end to the positive end 
during discharge, and vice versa when 
charging. 
 
Your LiPos puff up due to a naturally 
occurring phenomenon known as 
electrolyte composition.  When electrolyte 
decomposes, hydrogen, carbon dioxide, 
and carbon monoxide are formed as by-
products. These gases are not only 
responsible for the physical swelling of 
your LiPos, but two of the three are also 
highly flammable. 
Electrolyte decomposition will occur 
regardless of how you handle your LiPos. 
So, going back to our first question, should 
you dispose of your LiPos if they start to 
swell up? The correct answer is - it 
depends. When properly cared for and 
used responsibly, electrolyte 
decomposition will still take place, 
however, at a much slower rate. If you only 
had your LiPo for a brief period and it 

swells up exponentially, then you are either 
doing something wrong, or the LiPo could 
be faulty - under this scenario, we will 
recommend you to safely dispose of it. 
 
On the other hand, if your LiPo has gone 
through 50+ cycles and starts to show 
some swelling, we would consider this to 

be perfectly normal and would not 
recommend you retire it just yet. In theory, 

a swollen LiPo can still be fairly safe to use 
if everything else is intact and working 
properly. As noted, two of the three gases 
– hydrogen and carbon monoxide – are 
highly flammable and can become 
dangerous if there is a heat spike, or if 
exposed to air; both can be attributed to 
external factors which will be discussed 
below. 
 
Physical Signs Of Damage 
One of the first and most obvious ways to 
determine if your LiPos are safe to use is 
to physically examine them. A physically 
damaged LiPo, combined with swelling is 
really just a ticking time bomb. Most, if not 
all LiPo accidents happen for one reason: 
a punctured inner foil. When punctured and 
exposed to air, the mixture of gases and 
lithium ions will ignite and even explode. 
 
After every use, check your LiPos for any 
glaring impairments. If you just came out 
from a hard landing with your RC aircraft or 
completed a bumpy ride on your basher, 
pay extra attention to surface dents, 
deformities, cracked wraps, wrinkled cells, 
and any damages to the battery 
connectors. 
 
Internal Resistance 
One of the best and more accurate ways to 
determine if your LiPo is functioning 
properly or not is to check the internal 
resistance (IR). IR ultimately dictates how 
efficient your battery is. A low IR implies 
greater efficiency while a high IR means 
the opposite. Just like electrolyte 
decomposition, IR will gradually increase 



over time, however, proper usage can 
significantly prolong the process. 
A high IR will cause your LiPos to heat up 
very quickly while delivering a lower 
voltage; in layman’s terms, it would mean 
that your LiPo is working two times harder 
while only delivering half of the results. 
Continued usage of a LiPo with a high IR 
will ultimately cause it to heat up and 
expand to a certain point where one of the 
inner cells may rupture causing it to 
explode. 
 
When you first purchase your LiPo 
measure its IR. Generally, an increase of 
around 80-90% would indicate that your 
LiPo is nearing its end and you should 
probably dispose of it. So, for example, if 
you had an initial IR of 10 mΩ and after 
150+ cycles the IR reads at 18 mΩ, this 
would suggest that your LiPo should be 
retired sooner rather than later. 
 
In Conclusion... 
As with most things, nothing is ever 100%. 
However, next time you reach the 
crossroad of deciding whether your LiPo is 
near its end or not, you could use these 
simple steps: 
 
1. When you first purchase your LiPo, label 
it with the date of its first use. Using this 
date, you can gauge if the swelling is 
proportionate to its usage.  
 
2. Check for any obvious damages that 
may be detrimental to the inner wrapping 
of the cells. This may include, but not 
limited to the following: surface dents, 
deformities, cracked wrapping, wrinkled 
cells, and damaged battery connectors. 
 
3. Using a smart charger or battery meter, 
check that the IR is not overly high. Even if 
only one of your three cells has an off 
rating, discontinue using it as any rupture 
to any of the cells can lead to a major 
disaster. 
Found by Larry Mowrey for 
Steve Milam, Safety Officer 
 
2022 Pattern Contest Results: 
   Minnesota Pattern Championships: 

       F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st 
   Tri-Village Pattern Contest: 
       F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
   Flying Tigers Pattern Classic: 
       F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
   Omaha Pattern Championships: 
      Intermediate – Larry Mowrey, 3rd  
      Masters – Jonathan Mowrey, 1st  
      F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
   Gateway Pattern NATS Primer Contest: 
      F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
   AMA National Pattern Contest: 
 Intermediate – Larry Mowrey, 3rd  
 Masters – Jonathan Mowrey, 2nd 
 F3A – Vince Bortone, 21st  
   Iowa Pattern Championships: 
      F3A – Vince Bortone, 2nd  
   R/C Barnstormers Pattern Contest: 
      Sportsman – Gary Gasser, 1st; Art 
Kittler, 2nd; Don Kuehn, 5th  
 Intermediate – Larry Mowrey, 2nd  
 Masters – Jonathan Mowrey, 1st  
 F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
   Phantom Flyers R/C Club Pattern 
Contest: 
 Intermediate – Larry Mowrey, 1st  
 Masters – Jonathan Mowrey, 1st  
 F3A – Vince Bortone, 1st  
 
 
 
Carl Melin 913-636-4946 
Editor, R/C Barnstormers 
11544 S Lennox St, Olathe, KS 6





 


